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Rdcred by the Commons aſſembled in 
Parliament; TharThanks begiven to M. Ca- 
ry] and M, Peters for the great pains they 
rook inthe Sermons they preached yeſterday be- 
fore the Lords and Commons, and City of Loy- 
don at Chriſt-Church in London, at the entreaty of 


both Houſes, beinga day ſer apart for a publike 


Thankſgiving to God for the great ſucceſles it 
leaſed him to give the Army under the Com+ 
mand of S' Thomas Fairfax Knight, Generall; and 
that they be deſired to print their Sermons. And 
itis ordered thatnone ſhall preſume ro print their 
Sermons without licenſe under their hands wri- 
tiog. Andthat S* Arthur Hefilrig and M. Prideaux 
do give them thanks,and defirethem ro printtheir 
r8decordingly. | 
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| Appoint John Rothwel and Giles Calvert to print mySer- 
& mon, Ed 2 | tofeph Caryl, 
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TO THE 
RIGHT reg Ne VRABLE 


LORDS and COMMO NS 


Aſſembled in P ARLIAMENT. i 


a. 7 *©) Hen that boly Proplet fore-toldthe 

| - 8 4/12 ſorrows and ill uſage which thes 
41k\G Ny Sonne af Gpd/bonld finde among 
NV//C?] finfull men in the days of his fleſh, 
\Þ\DIg be cis out, Who ſhall declare 

GY RETYITY D - bis GERMS. ( das 53 Be) 
Mich Wany dar Band of bis etexnal;/ameof bs Ger 
neration inthe fulnesof time, #bemyſtery whereof” 
was beyond words : Ocherzof his holy ſeedy2is crofc 
| bring fruitful and bis death giving life 1040 numer 
i ib Generation. . But bees allcbeſe ve may With gold 2 A FR. 

4 trobability interpret theword Generation for the /eatur, temp | 


| incor ageis which Clai5h was horns: lived andduh, Grpe gee. þ 
| irien he meanings: wh/cromgte/ahoable 0 rule 
fr pev, to write the ters of His al grein ws. _ 3 

alk. i 


ho 


: The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
 fballRhetorique enough be found to draw out or del | 1a 
neate with lively colours, the malice and enmity, the, (1 
JT | plots andconfpiracies, the cvillanies and cruelties cow FD 
 trived and aftedagainiithatinnocent Lamb Jeſw | 
Chriſt : Together with his moſt glorious roiftorin | 
and triumphs over them all? Who ſhall declare hi bes 
Generation ? | 
Tbelieve there bath ſcarce been aGeneraticn, fince) | _ 
that of Chriſts ſojourning upon the Earth, more bari 
#0 declare then this, Wemay well cryout, Who ſhall | "= 
declare this Generation 2 What Age hath breugit 
forth ſuch monſtrous births of man, or ſuch mar. } FR 
vellous births of God > When did man or Gcd 
. ſhew moreof Himſelf? Didmen ever aſſayto deſire 
-4 Nation by pollictes andby power, by threatriag and of 
by flattering, by confederacies abroad and combinitr- 
ons at home, as ſome have aſoied to deſtroy this Nu | © 
tion? Or bath Godaſtaiedtodelrver a Nation by tem. | 
 prations, by figns,andby wonders, andby warre, an | t* 
by amighty hand, andby a ſiretched-out arm, and by 
-preatterroirs,according to all that the Lord our Gol G 
hath done before our eyes ? Some bave [aid of Zeno- ſe 
phons Cyrus,that ſurely it was written(Non ad hiv 
Roriz fidem,ſed ad Principis ctipiem.) not oſha, | a 
what Cyrus perſonally.was, but what a Priniceine | ® 
| atteſtcompleature may be fanciedtobe, Such cenſure. 
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them, it will be found the mo$St improbable relation that 
' ever was put topaper. 


aſſertion, This God hath wrought, as well as by way 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory” © + ".- ** 22 
| 1am perſwaded after Ages will give of the true Stories - 
( 1 hope ſome pens will write the truth ) of theſe times, 
that ſurely they are poeticall raptures, or feigned Ro- 
mances #0 ſh:w the beight of imagination, not the reali> 
tic of ation, For whether we conſider the ſtrange. 
bezinnings, tbe difficult proceedings, the variety of 
judgements, the contraristie of opinions, th: ſtands 
and motions, the effetts or iſſue; of theſe warres and 
troubles, together with the faithfulneſie or falſeneſſe of 
men, the power and goodneſſe of God diſcovered in 


neces 


The providence of God, which afts in all Nations, 
hath ( as it were ) (iriven to repreſent ſuch ſcenes 
of ation in England as are hardly parallel d by 
any that are pait, His works among us , bave 
not only juſtice, but beauty and wonder ; nor only mercie, 
but 5kill and art in them (Though to do them be bis yro- 
pertic, not his ſJudie, his nature, not his labour) Man 
cannot ſo much as be ſuſp:&ed to have done theſethings, 
God hath done like God. Tb? Lord needs nor ſub- 
ſcribe his nameto bis work, forghat bis Name # neer, 
bis wonderous works declare, Is muſt be ſaid by way of 


of admiration, What hath God wrought ? 


Gol bath done ſo much for us $bat the moi} which re- 
Es _ 
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mains for-ns rodogis.to Admireandbe Thankfull. ] 
theſe Talentsofmercy have not fair improvements, w; 
ſhall be caſt for the moſt unprofitable ſervants aud idl 
Stewards thas were ever truſted by che great Maſterof 
heaven and earth. Sad will their reckoning be, who 
ſleight theſe mercies , but theirs ſaddeſt of all, who pu 
forth a band to corrupt and fpoil them, The reaſon given 
by#he holy Gbo&t,why bis blood muſtvefhed, who (hed. 
derch mans blood, ts this, becauſe inthe Image of God 
made he man.God bath made our rvittories and dels 
Verances in bis own image ; There's not one of them, bu 


looks like God, What 8hcir doom fhall be, who by _ : 


or ſelf-ends, who by ſowing divifiens or making fides, 
who by fomenting jealoufies or nouriſhing diſcontents 
go abous fo murther them, the perpetuall equity of that 
fir# ſtatmte-law puts into the mouth of every ludee. 
Right honourablethat rheſe works of God may be ate 
layed byallmanner of declarations, perfefted intowl 
manucr of por feetions , and that God who hath wreusht 
them may be honoured with all manner of howour's ſhould 
*now be Y our ſpecial care and ſludy:th: care alſo ani (tu 
[AySf all wbotaſtthe comforts awd ſhare inthe bleſcings 
ofthe: of which number, 1 thankfully ſubſcribe my [elf, 


SEN loſephCayl. 
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| thece-fold diſtribution. 


"= 
THANKSGIVING SER MON 


Preached to the Honourable Houſes 
of PARLIAMENT, && 
April 2. 16 46. 


PSAL, 118, 17. 


1 [ball not die, but live ; and declarethe works of the.s 
Lord. 


>a His is a Pſalm of mercies, and of praiſes. A 
A Plalm compoſedof vidtories,and of thank(- 
BP; g1VINgs. 

. The holy Pen-man ar the firſt verſe, 
) makes a generall invitation to the duty, up- 

ona generall ground, 0 give thanksuntothe Lord, for he & 

good; becauſe his mercy endureth for ever. But becauſethat 

which is every bodies work, is uſually no bodies work 

therefore (in the next words) he puts the duty into 

diſtin hands, Let 1ſrael now ſay, let the houſe of Aaron now 

ſay ;, let thers now that fear the Lord ſay, that his mercy en- 

dareth for ever. The Church of the Jews fals here under a 


> a 


—_- 
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Firſt, 1ſraelthe body of the Common-wealth. 

Secondly , The houſe of Aaron , the Miniſters of the 
Temple. 

Thirdly, Al! that fear the Lord, Converts and Profe- 
lires out of all Nations under heaven. 

Having thus awaken'd and ſummon'dall to this duty, 
he begins a narrative ofthe ſp:ciall grounds and reaſons 
of it; which appear in two branches. 

Firſt, The readineſle of God to hear and help him, 
from the 5. verſ. to the 10. I called upon the Lord in di- 
ſtreſse : the Lord anſweredme, and ſet me in a large placev, 
The L ora'ts on my ſide, &C. | 

Secondly, The malice of his enemies 1n oppoſing him; 
who are deſcribed, 

1. Their multitude, 47 Nations, ver.1o. That is, the 


Gebal and Ammon, and _Amaleck, the Philiitines with the- 


one conſent, they are confederate azainſt me. 


borders of ruine, as when Savl and his men compaſled 
fHim and his men round about to takethem ( 1 Sam.23- 
26.) when anenemy charges both zz front and flank, bath 
van and reer, they look like Maſters ot the field. 

+ 3.. Their frequency in renewing their aſſaults ; They 
compaſſed me about ;, they compaſſed me about ; yea, they com- 
paſſed me about ;, They compaſſed me about like Bees. Fout 
times they compaſſed him abour, and the fourth with an 
addition:; the laſt charge was hotteſt, as ſetting their Ref 
upon it,, to ſhew how reſtlefſe and unceſlant they werein 
heir oppoſition, 


e *- 
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inhabitants of Tire,&C. Theſe have conſulted together with 


_ 2, Theirneerneſſeof prevailing, They compaſſed mes. 
about. David was never much a ſtraight, or fo near the 


Nattons round aGout : ſuch as are named (Pal. 83.7.) I 


— 


4. He deſcribes his enemies by the end which thef} 


_ The words are a holy rapture or exultation of ſpirit; 
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Lord brought them unto, They are quenched as the fire of 
thorns \ ver[.12.) Someread, They are kindled as the fire 
of thorns, both the Greek and the Chaldee tranſlate ſo, 
andit is uſuall inthe Hebrew for the ſame word to figni- 
fie contraries, 4 to vleſſe andto curſe ;, ſo here, to quench 

andto kindle. The ſenſe amounts to the ſame, for that 

whichis ſoon kindled, is ſoon quenched. Davids ene- 

mies were ſoon kindled as the fire of thorns, a ſmall 

matter ſer them on fire : and they were quenched or 
conſumed like thorns, which in a moment are borh 

flame and aſhes. 

5. He deſcribeth his enemies by the end whichthey in- 
tended him, or by their deſign againſt him, at the 13. 
verſe, Thou haſt thruſt ſore at me that 1 might fall; ruine 
was the project. Malice knows not how to go lefſethen 
deſtruction, They thruſt ſore at him, that he might fall, 

The Pſalmiſt having made this report of his dangers 
and deliverances of his enemies rifing,rage and fall, gives 
olory to God, wverſ.14. The Lord s my ſtrength and ſong, 
and he i become my ſalvation. And all his people celebrate 
theſe merctes as well as ſhare in them (verſ. 15,16.)The_- 
woice of rejoycing and ſalvation is in the tabernacles of the 
rightcous, Hezin whom they rejoyced, and who was the 
ſubje& of their ſong, ſtands forth inthe next words, The 
right hand of the Lord doth valiantly : The rizht hand of the 
Lord s exalted, The right hand of the Lord doth waliantly. 

Davids joy now grows up to confidence, and from 
telling over the former mercites of God, he goes on 
- wa thoſe which were future, in the Text now 
cad, . -- | 


1 ſhall not die,but live; and declare the works of the Lord. 
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his faith was too big for his heart, he muſt vent it at his 
lips,7 [hall not die, bat live, &c. 

There aretwo parts inthis verſe. 

I. Davids confidence of future mercy, 7 ſhall not dje2, 
but live. ; 

2. Davids conſcience both ofa preſent and future du- 
ty, And declare the works of the Lord, 

There is a double reading of the words. 

Some thus, I 4m: n0t deaa, but alive; whichtranſlation 
is contended for,as the beſt,by a learned Interpreter , and 
then the ſenſe hath a mixture of joy and thankfulnes,thar 
he who could number ſo many enemies, and ſo many 
dangers, ſhould yer paſſe the pikes untoucht and our-live 
chem all, 7 am not dead, but alive, O wonderfull ! Bleſſed 
be God for this. 

We read, ſhall not a;e,but live. And ſothe words carry 
the ſenſe of an high acting faith,or of a faith raiſed upto a 
full-grown aflurance. Having told the ſtory of his 

aſſed ſufferings and ſalvations, he believes above and 
eyond all poſlible ſufferings. 


I ſhall not die, bat live. 


But was Davidimmoirtall 2 What mas is he that liveth 
aud ſhall not ſee death, and ſhall he deliver his ſoul from the 
hand of the grave? Pſal.89.49. Is itnot appointed untoall 
men once to die * Andafter David had ſerved his ge- 
REration, did not he fallaſleep 2 Read we not often of 


Devias ſepulchre 2 How then is itthat he promileth thus 
muchto himſelf, 7 ſhall not die, but live ? 
There is atwo-fold death. 


b Narturall?, a 
2. $A 3Violene $4. = 
Daviadoth not promiſe himſelf priviledge from rhe 


former, 4. 


1s 
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former, he waves not a ſubmiſſion to the law of nature, 
But David did believe God wouldprote& him from the 
later: 7 ſhall not die, that is, a violent death, 7 [hall not die 
by the hand of theſemen, I ſhallnor die the death which 
they have voted me to in their counſels long ago. 
Again, Death may be taken undergnother diſtinQion. 
There is either, 
Anaturall, 
or death. 
A civil | 
We may underſtand Davidofthe later, 7 ſhall not dje & 
6vil death : as nota violent corporall death, they ſhall 
not take away the life of my body ; ſo I ſhall not diea ci- 


| vildeath, they ſhall nor take away the proſperity of my 


eſtate. Thetwo witneſſes are ſaidto be dead ( Revel.1t. 


| 8.) and their dead bodies tolieinthe ſtreets, when they 


were diveſted of all power and priviledge in holding 
forth thetruth of the Goſpel. The ſtate of the Jews in. 
their Babylonian captivity is repreſented ro EFekzel by a 
valley full of dry bones ( Chap. 37.1,2.) A man may 
have breath in his body, and yet the man ſcarce alive.. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks.this ſenſe, (1 Theſſ.3.8.) Now T live 
(that is, now I live comfortably, now I feel my ſelf a- 
live ) #f ye and faſt inthefaith. So here,. I ſhall not die ; 
that is, I ſhall not be miſerable, I (hall not be trodden un-- 
der foot, orlive at the curteſte and allowance of my e- 
nemies. 
And when he faith [1] weare notto reſtrain it to Du- 
vidsperſon, he meanerh himſelf, and they who had ad- 
heredto him in that cauſe; I and my friends, I and the 
Common-wealth of Judah, I and they ſhall not die, but 
livez. A good man never reckons his happineſſe a- 
leneo.. 
2 B. 3 - Bur. 


' A Thankſgiving Sermon preached to the 
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- But how would Davidimploy that his preſent and pro- 
miſed feliciry « How woulda he beſtow that life,thar pro. 
ſperous life * 

He doth not ſay, T will now live merrily, T will ex 
and drink, and take my pleaſure: he doth nor ſay, I have 
got down mine enemies,[ will now(as ſome perhaps flan- 
derouſly reported him) neglect my friends. He doth not 
ſay, I have got power over my oppoſers, now I will uſe 
this powerto opprefſe whom I pleaſe. Davidcould eafi 
erhavedied or been miterable all his cates among his e- 
nemies.chen to havelived and proſpered to theſe ends. - 

Once more ; He doth not fay, 7 {val not die, but live; 
declare my own great works : Now the world ſhall know 
how ſuccesfull I have been in this warre ; the Nations 
round about ſhall hear what my Generals and Chiettains 
have done; ſtories ſhall report to atter ages, what gal- 
lant men 7o2b and Abiſha; have been, No, here is no menti: 
on of Himſelf or of Theſe, his declaration runs all upon the 
works of God, 1 am not dead, bit alive, or, T ſhall ut 
ae, but live ; and declare the works of the Lord, | 

The ſummeof all is;as if David had faid : 

Twell perceivethat the deſign of my enemies ws to take 4- 
way my life,or at leaſt the comforts of my life ; they thought 
a being in the worla toomuch for me, and they were reſolved 
awelbeing I (huuld not have ; but bleſſed be God, notwith: 
ſtanding all their projeits ad oppoſitions, T am not dead: my 
life is wholein me ſiill, and my ſlateis well mended : my ene: 
mics have not had their wils oz me, either 20 tear my ſoul from 
mny boaie, or to violate the comforts of either. 1 am not dead, 
and more I am alive, 1, and my friends, T,a9d they who have 
embark'd inthe ſame cauſe, and run the ſame adventures with 


me : Wealithrive and flowiſh, we are alive and we like; 
[oy nd me ihinkes from the mountain of this my preſent fehicity' | 
_ 1look 4 
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T look upon the mercies of many years to come; my faith begins 
to propheſie, and my ſpiritaall proſpeetive draws before me_ 
the bleſſings of many generations, even bleſSiags for the cbil- 
dren yet unborn ; 4s 1 am not dead but alive, ſo T ſhall not die 
but live, God hath rot given meinto the hand of: theſe men, 
ner ſhined upon their counſels 27a:n# me, and nowT am con- 
fident that he will att. The ſenſe and faith which I have of 
theſe things pleaſes me exceedingly , but that whico is moſt 
content full to me, and the very project of my ſoul, is, that my 
life ſhall run ont in the honouring of my God, that theſe vidto- 
ries which he hath given me over mine enemies ſhall overcome 
me to his ſervice that the greateſt work of my reign ſhall te to 
make a declaration of what God hath wrought. 


1 ſhall not die, but live ; and declare the works of the Lord, 


_ Tſhallnow draw out ſome particulars from the gene- 
rall ſenſe thus given. And firſt take an Obſervation 
riſing equally from either reading z TE 

That the deſign of malicious enemies is the ruine of theiv 
eppoſers. Ae 

When David ſaith, 1am not dead, but alive, he inti- 
mates that the enemy {ought his life ; or, when he ſaith, 
Tjhall aot die, bat live 4, he imphes the enemy. would {till - +. 
200npurſuing his life. ?ac0b fore-ſaw no lefle danger from 
his malicious brother ( Gen.32.11.) fear him (ſaith he) 
leſt he will come and ſmite me, and the mother- upon. the chil: 
dren, Queen Eſther in the ſixth of that book, ſhews-the 
malice of Ha».:7, ating thus high, We.gre ſold, I, and 
wy people, to be deſtroyed, tobe ſlain, and to periſh, If wes 
had been ſold for bond-men and bond-momen, I had held ny 
tongue, though the enemy could not coimtervait the Kings 
&maze; but that's not the thing-which- will fatisfie H4+ 
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man, We are ſold to be ſlain, and tobe deſtroyed,. .. > 8 
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Ir is a vexationto malice notto do it's uttermoſt. Some 
of the Talmudiſts have obſerved, that the devil was as 
much wounded with that reſtraint which God put upon 
him, thar he ſhould not take away the life of ?ob, as fd 
was withall the wounds which the devil inflicted upon 
his body; See, heis inthine hand, but ſave his life. The 
devil would have gone to life, unleſſe he had been ſtop, 
Malice hath no bounds, and it keepsnone, bur thoſe, 
which an inſuperable hand preicribes or impoſes. The 
children of Edom are not contented with defacing the 
beauty,with breaking down the battlements,or uncover- 
ing the roof of S/e, their cry ts, Raſeit, raſe it, even iu 


the foundation thereof ( Plal. 137.7.) As Antipathy is | 


not againſt any one individuall, but againſt the whole 
kinde; ſoit is not againſt any one good of the individuall, 
but againſt all kinde of good which he enjoyes. Thus the 
Prophet deſcribes the Babylonian cruelty againſt 7eruſe- 
lem ( Jer.51.34.) Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon hab 
devoured me, he hath craſhed me, he hath made me an em 


veſſel, he hath ſwallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled hs 


beily with my delicates,he hath caff me out. By that time all 


the luſts of wicked men are ſerved, they ſweep all away, 
Thar ( as the Prophet ſpeaks) which the Paimer-worm 
leaves, thelocuſteats, and that which the locuſt leaves 


the canker-worm eats: ſo we may ſay, that which ambi- 


tion leaves, covetouſneſle takes ; that which covetoul- 
neſſe leaves, cruelty takes ; that which cruelty leaves, 
gluttony and drunkenneſletake , and that which glutto- 
ny and drunkenneſle leave, wantonneſle takes away, till 
all's gone. 


Hence it is that the Lord is ſo ſevere againſt the enc- 


mies of his people, Revel. 16.6. Thou haſt given them |' 
bleud to drink, for they are worthy : they muſt drink blou a, 
| | '0) pi 


ML 
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for nothing would fatisfie them but bloud. And ( Fer. 
57.35.) the Church is prophelied, imprecating like ven- 
BANee PROOF «bjlon, The wiglence done to me be upon Baby- 
” ond fe inbatrtant of Zion ſay, and my bloyd upon the» 
int abitants of Caldea,[hall Zeraſalem ſay. And again,0 daugh- 
ter of Babylon who art pobe deftroyed, hep) ſoall be be , who 
rewardeth thee, as thou ha# ſerved us, Plal.137.8. 

In this glaſſe we may. ſee the face of many of their 
hearts, out of whoſe hands, we rejoycethar we are deli- 
yered this day. It is nothing but the want of power 
which hath bindered the execution of utmoſt rage. And 
therefore where God giveth power, what ſhould ſtand 
xtween juſtice, and the execution of it 2 I would not 
blow up revenges, but thus much I ſay,. It * as dangerous 
mt to execute juſtice, 4s it © to take "np | 

So. much in generall, from the deſign of Davids ene- 
mies, it was death and ruine. 
\ Take two notes from that reading, 7 4m not dead, but 
dive; Firſt, thus, RE | 

It x4 mercy in times of great danger, to eſcape death, or to 


| come.off withour tives. 


 Itisa mercy notto live intimes, when God viſits a 
ple only co puniſhtheir ſine, and therefore ſome of 
he good Kings of }udah,were promiſed that they ſhould 


die, before ſuch troubles were borne : even Balaam 


{Numb.24.23.) prophecying of the ſore calamities of 


divers Nations, breaths out in compaſſion, Ales, who 

all Iive when God doth this * Who would defiretolivein 
ucha time ? Therighteows is taken away from the evil to 
me ( 1.57.1.) Buttolive in times, when God viſits a 


FKople, for the purging of rheir fins, this is a great mer- 
|. To live in ſuch times, and to get thorow them, 
{.ough bur with an eſcape, is a aey« But to ger tho- 
=... . = | row 
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row thoſetimes with a conqueſt, isa great mercy. It is 
an honour to live in troubles which overcome us, while 


 wearecontending for truth and righteouſnefle ; Biitro 


live in troubles, where contending for truth ard righte. 
ouſneſſe we overcome, is our happineſle. To be in deaths 
often is an honourable life ; but often to conquer deathy 
is an Heroicall life, = 
' Right Honourable and Beloved, this is Englanas mer- 
cy. Lifeisthe richeſt commodity. of this lite. Life a- 
mong Naturals is nextin valueto the ſoul, andit is in va- 
lue above all Civils. Satans eftimate may be taken in 
this point ( Job 2.) Skiz for skin, and all that '« man hath 
will he give for hw life, Life is ſweet, life is atreaſure. And 
rherehath been much digging for this treaſure. We haye 
gonethorow fire and water variety of dangers : we have 
walked for four orfive years, not only in a valley of 
rears, þut of bloud, in the very walley of the ſhadow if 
death, and yet weare not dead, butalive. Whatthough 
ithath coſt much to preſerve theſe lives; (who would 
dieto fave charges? ) what though eſtates be (hortucd, yet 
lite is /engthned ? what though ſome ofthe lading hath 
been caſt over-board in this ſtorm, yet the veſſell is fate; 
Te are not dead, tut alive, We ( iteverany ) may fay i 
with a mixture ofwonder and thankfulneſſe, £17 and 5 
vot aead out alive, There were many who looked tipoa 
her asdying and gaſping out her laſt breath : 'Many' hd- 
pedand many feared England would have been in he: 
winding-ſheet beforethis time. How often have we like 
Ifratl at the red ſea) been talking of our oraves? How 
| often have we waxed ſtrong in unbelief; and concluded 
( aS David once did ) we ſhall one day periſh? yet we thy 
fay, England i net dead, but alive. — . . 


And whats mercy isitthatwecan read thisrexetothe | 


—_ 


— 
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. Londen, The Kings and Nations about us would not be- 


Honourable Houſes of Parliament,&c. April 2. 1646, 


Parliament of England, Ye are not dead, but alive. The 
Parliament hath had death ſtanding at their doors, death 
looking thoxgowthe key-hole, ſcarce ſuffering the doorto 
ſhur, left (if called) itſhould not come in faſt enough, 
and yet we may ſay, The Parliament of England is not dead, 
bet alive. And.which' is moſt conſiderable (as in it's 

reateſt ſwounings and” convulſions it alwaies retained 
ife in it ſelf, and lived in the hearts and prayers ofthe 
faichfull in theland,, ſo) itnow liveth in the tongues and 
xns ( Iknow not in whar ſtate. it is in the hearts ) of 
thoſe with whom'it was reckon'd among the dead. The 
Parliament of Enzland hath been praied to death, cur- 


| fedtp death, drunk to death, 'devored todeath, 'and vo- 


tedto death ( lam fure acivil death”) in detpeſt conſulta- 
tions}, and yetit is alive, andlives in the-mouths of ma- 
ny, whoſe throats were ofieean open ſepulchre, to ſwal- 


low it up and bury it forever.” Lerthis mercy be remem- 


bred, as that whichis the mother-mercy, or the inſtru- 


' menr,the parent ofall our Nationall mercies. The Parlia- 


ment of England is not dead, but alive. 

©. Forthe City of London, this great and renowned City, 
what 2 mercy isit that we can ſay, Londoy i not dead, but 
ave? Death hath been hoveringabour your wals,death 
waited when'it ſhould be admitted to look in at your win- 
dows. Yea, the death of this City hath been breeding 


init's own bowels. Some members have been contri- - 


ving the death ofthe whole body, and have themſelves 


juſtly died forir. And that which the Prophet ſpeaks 
{ Lam. 4.12.) concerning 7ernſalem, The Kings of the earth, 
"and all the inhabitants of the world wonld not have be- 
lieved, that the adverſary and the enemy (hould have entred 


into the gates of Jeruſalem ;, may be inverted concerning 


C 2 ” lieve 
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lieys bur Fhas the enemy would have entred in at the 
*. Aon 
on 


cates of Londen before this time ; yet notwithſlandins' 
ſecret underminings and open threatnings, This great Ci- 
ty, (which holds much of thelife of che whoſe Nation 
& not dead but alive : This City hathnot had fo fiuich as 
a mount caſtup, nor anarrow ſhot againſt it. | | 

Laſtly, How many are there in this Honourable Ate 
exce, who have gone forth withtheir lives in their hand 
who have (asit were) converſed with death © Some (I 
believe ) arc here, who have led Arinies inthe field, who 
have been in the head of them in times of greateſt dan- 
ger, and hotteſt aſſaults, who have ſeen pale death 0n 
every fide, who have heard the roens and beheld rhe 
wounds of the dying'; let them all bleſſe God, that they 
and we can ſay, They are not dead, but alive. 

_A great King (1 King. 20. 32. ) made it his requeſt, 
and would have beenglad of the grant, '7pray thee let me. 
live. Efther makes the ſame ſuirto Ahaſhuerus (Chap.7.3.) 
Let my life be given me at my petition, and my people's; my 
requeſt, And all that God himſelf promiſed fome very 
ood men, ( in atime of common calamity ) was, That 

they ſhould have their lives for a: prey, as. for great things 
they were notto belook'd for, Jer.39.18. & 45.5.That 
wecan faythus much, we arealive,is a mercy,it we could 
ſay no more. SN 

But if wecan ſay more; if we can ſay, weare notonly 
alive}, thatis, numbred among /ivers ; but we aren- 
live; thatis, numbredamong rejoycers, this would riſe 
to a high prized mercy. Thar'sa fecond Note, which I 
ſhall briefly touch. 5 

Fox 4 people after they have runne thorow orent date 
gers,, to live emjoying great comforts and fever, & an 
maning mercy. FT | 


Thar che Kingdom, the 


aIo—mmm 
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| Nottobedead buralive, is mercy,” burtobealiveand 


roſperous, what a tnercy is that ! This callethas much 
be admiration, as thankfulneſſe. Tr was much rharthe 
Buſh burned, and Was notconſurned, -Exd.3.2:burthat 
aBuſh ſhould burn, afd ar that rim blofſhin und bear 
fraie, how &dmnirable were that ! When Pvſephs brethren 
( Gen.4j.) returned 2nd told their father , 1oſtph i yet 'a- 
love, had the report endedthere, 1arob5 heatt had' been 
exceedingly revived ; but when they tell hit, Tofepb 1s 
er alive, and hers Governonr over all the Id of cAgpt ; 
ow did this amaze theſpirit'of old Jacob ! 'He'wasread 
to'diewith joy,to hear thathis ſon wasnot only not dead, 
butalive in ſucharieſtate of honour. oo 

This day is witttefſe,; This ſoletnn'meeting is a proof, 
Parliament of Gs the City of 

P 


London, do not only live but proſper. Ye are not eſca- 


ped only ( as 706 ſpeaks, Chap. 19. 20.) with the 5hin -4 
jour teeth, but with your Ornatnents and Honours, with: 
your riches and priviledges. Ye have'nor-only breath 
anda being, bur ſtrength and 's wel-being ;-ye are en- 
compaſſed with bleſſings, andthe Candle of God {ſhines 
upon your heads. Thowgh *(asthe Pfalmilt \[ptaks, 'P/al.. 
66.12...) Ye have gone thorow wwuch fire nid witty; yet God 
huh broaght youto 4 wealthy place. Yeare 'not krlay i 122 
life only, a life within orie-ſtep.or degree of death, burye: 
live your lives,. ye have a life that hath-abundance-of life 
nit, ſuch livelines, ſuch vigour youraMirs have not had 


 imce theferroubles be 


'Whar the Oratour Pike with indigrtation of Cartive;a 
cnſpiratour againſt the peace of his countrey,#7vit,erians: 
Senaram venit the man hath honour;:whotle Vite'ts.rtiore: 
then his due: The ſamemayT fay-with twuch grarularion, 


of you, Noble Patriots, Pivitis,eriamin Senatum venitis, 'Ye- 


C4 live,, 
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live, and ye bige ftif like Senatours. Your Honour is: great |. 


in the ſalvation which God hath wrought : Your Sunney 
riſes in che We#F ;, Y,our victories abroad are ſtupendious; 
Your uniqn (which this daies apparance is a great de- 
monſtration,of ) 1 ſay, your -union at-home is pleaſant 
ind harmonious, the Two Houſes witheach other, both 
with the City concentring inthis ſolemn duty... 
I wopldlay this, from the ſenſe of this great mercy... . 
. . Right Honourable, ſeeing, the: Loxd hath given you 
yourlives for a prey, andadded.proſperity to your: lives 
fer the cauſe of God not only live but proſper in the land, 
Improve your utmoſt,that Jeſus Chriſt may have,noton- 
ly a being,or a brearhing inthe land,ang in your lves,but 
that he may.raign& live gloriouſly both in the Land,and 


In your lives. The Apoſtle 1h» in his 39 Ep.to Gaiws,wiſhs |. 


es thar his bedy might proſper even as his ſoul proſpered; 
My. wiſh-is that all your ſouls, andall the affairs of ſouls, 
wnay liveand proſper, as God-hath cauſed your bodies 
and outwardeltatestolive and proſper: My with is, that 


All the Churches of Chriſt, may live and proſper, evens | 


the.; Common-wealth proſpers , The Church of Chrif 
#s: the ſoul,of that Common-wealth, where it is. ., Many 
'Conimon-wealths. have, proſpered where [Chriſt- hah 
hadng.Churcharall, bur. ( Ithink) there was never :any 
.Common-wealth . that proſpered where. Chriſt' had a 
Church, itrhar Church did nox live up. in the; ſame de- 


gree of proſperity.,, thar the Commag-wealth did; I 
4 Ee Church had nota flouriſhing life in it's capt | 


mean, i 
city according tothe flouriſhing of the State wheteinir li 
ved. . I ſpeak not of the Church, undextheold notionof 
the Church: men, but I.ſpeak ofthe Church, as.compre- 
"hendingall the,Saints and ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, all 


'the faichfull in the Land; let them all have, nor on : | 
Ini | X 
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| life, buta comfortable life. This willanſwer.rke mercy - 


of God,ingiving the State, not only a being, but ſuch a 

comfortable being, as it hath at this day. "EO. 

- know , Right+Honourable, ir was farre from your 

thoughts;ever to have ſpokenlikethat Raman - Tyrant; If 
1 muſt die, let fire and earth mingle, let all go to confuſions 

ifI muſt die. -lerall che world dieroo.. 1 doubr or bur 

you would have rejoyced:( thoygh your own lives had 

F ton the price )'to' have known; that:5ngland® ſhould 

live; ic would have been your comfort;thatthofoundari- 
'ons of mercy to a future generationhad been. ſurely laid, 
though in'your own runes : 'Thobgh (as 1udah pleads 
with /oſeph for the return of Bexjamin; Gen.44.30.).Ive- 

qily believe, that: the: life 'of the Kingdom-of Englapd, is 


. bound up in the.Parliament. of -Puelant, :and:when this 


dies,that muſt,in the notion hereintended. --Bur Lam fure 
yeare further off from the ſpeech of that other Reman T- 


rant, who ſaid; Let fireand earth mingle, fo I mayliveund | 


poſer , 1o may have what pleafeth me, no matrer.whac 
becomes ofthe reſt ofthe world. . Tknow yeabhorre:to 


think; much more to reſolve, Now-me'-lzwe and profper, let . 
'freandearth mingle, let. juſtice and;opprefſion 'minele," let 


-Chriihand 'Belial: mingle, slet truth: and'errovr mingle; let 
light and darkueſfe mingle, let googunnd guitaniuele, let con- 
faſion and diſorder appear inthe fate, and live in the body of 
the whole Nation;if they will.” - Therefore as the Lord hath 


| rants that-youare riot. dead buralive,ſo 


ikrir/be, T humbly, beſeech: you; "your carein anfwer 
'thereunto,; thar the workbbf.Godabaralliwho:fear'God, 


'thatthe cauſe and people'ofiGad; rhattHe:flock :ofi;Feſus 
Chriſt, may nor onlynor die, but live proſperonſly with, 
and'under your Government. . i. ; 054i 24d 0G 


I now come to the ſecond reading, our reading; of 
ig |} 


——_ = -— - _ 


the- 
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the Text, I ſhall not die, but live : So it is a voice. 


of holy confidence, and it yeelds this plain Obſerw. 
tion. | 

That, The experiewce of former mercies and ſucceſits is « 
ground of hope for future 4nd continued mercies and ſus 
ceſſes | | 


Faith turneththis experience, 7 amy dead, but dling, 
into this confidence, 1 fbf not die, but lives. Hope js 
the firſt-born of experience ( Row. 5. 4.) The Apoſile 
argues ſo ( 2 Cor. I. 10.) He hath delivered ws from (þ 
great a death : A greatdeath, all death in it ſelf is of one 
ſize, butthe waies of death, andthe dangers of death are 
of different: ſizes and dimenſions,: He. hath delivered w 
from ſo great 4 death (deadly dangers) aud he doth deling 


4s ; what ofthats And wetre#t that he will alſo deliver ws. 


What:God hathdone and doth, is caſily believed he will 


doe.. The peopleot1ſrae! being gotthorow the red Seq, 


kepta.day-of Thankſgiving, andwe finde that they grew 
confident of getting into Caraapreſently, Exod, 15. 13, 
14, Thos in thy mercy haſt led forth the people, which this 
. haſt redeemed, thou hait guidedthem inthy ftrength unto tly 


holy habitation : the people ſhall hear and be afraid, farrow 


ſhall take hold of the inhabitants of Paleſtina, the Dukes of K- 
dom ſhall be ama7ed, 8c. Tſracl had ſet but a foor ( as it 
were ) beyond the red: Sea, and yet now they tryumph, 
asif they had a footing in Caray. Was not' Maſes t00 
forwardinthis, and:werenotthe peoplaover confident ? 


No, they hada juſt ground of: hope, that God [would - 


carry them thorow that Y#ildermeſſe, becauſe he had 


brought them thorow that red $a. -David faw Goliah © 
vanquiſhed in the victory heobtainedover a Lion anda | 


__, this uncireumciled 2/il:flirwe ſhall be as one; of 
nem © GOEt97 11 
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| *a1pt wwto all that truſt on him, Thes he ſleights his con- 


I beſeech you let your faith gtow:thus:vigorous, and 
turn experiences into confidences, Recauſe ye are not dead, 
but alive ;, believe that ye ſhall not die, but lives, © 

- [would notirivite youto build Caſtles inthe air, nor 
would I nurſe up preſutaptuous thoughts in'any.:: I know: 
that Babylon ſhall be as confident, as canfinerce-71. ſelf, im- 
mediately before her deſtruction , Revel. 18.7. I fit-4 
Queen , and am no widow , and ſhall:-ſee: no\ſorrow," and 
yet all her ſorrows ſhall then come upon her. -Iknow'the 
people of God may over-aRtheir faith, and be confident 
without cauſe, as the Propher ſpeaks ( Jer.2:37.) The- 
Lord hath rejcited thy confidences, and the ſhalt net. proſper. 
inthe... But thqugh I would not;: yea, Idarenorbe!o-: 
yer-bold or. preſuming, yet I would not have anyUdiſtruſt. 
full or unbelieving. Gods # Rock, . and his work is perfet#: 
Weare ſure he hath beguna work, why ſhould -we noc 
believe he will bring irunto perfeQion 2... | 


qt may be,ſome abroad will obje&, as Rabſbakeh once 


ly wes Hezekiahand the Jews (2 King.18.19.) Thus 


ſaith the great King, the King of Ajjria, What confidence 


i thu whereintheutruſteſt? Thou preſumeſt thou ſhaltbe 
deliver'd from the invaſion; of Senacherib,' Whar'is this 
confidence; faith Rabſhakeh, tellmethy firengthy ic: Poſs 
libly thog wilt [ay (but they are bat vain words) 1 have coun- 
ſel and ſtrength for the warre., Or, if thou haſt nor ſtrength 
ofthy. own, yetthou halt friends andconfederates:to' af-: 
kitthee. Iwonder where.' Tellme? Now. 0# whom doſt 


| thoutruft,that thou rebelleft againſt me ? If thou wile nor 


diſcover the lock wherein thy ſtrength lies, then I will doe 
itfor rhee; Now behold theu wruſteſt uponthe ſtaff af this bruj- 


| ſedreed, evenupon Egypt, on which if « man lean, it wilt 


$0 into amans hand, and pierce it : $0 s Pharach King of 
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the Text, 1 ſhall not die, but live : So it is a voig: 


of holy confidence, and it yeelds this plain Obſery, 
tion. 


That, The experience of former mercies and ſucceſits is i 


ground of hope for future 4d continued mercies and ſu 
ceſſes | | 


Faith turneththis experience, 1 ay0t dead, but lint, 
into this confidence, 1 fhall not die, but lives. Hope þ 
the firſt-born of experience { Row. 5.4.) The Apoſtle 
argues ſo ( 2 Cor.'1. 10.) He hath deljvered ws from jj 
great a death : A greardeath; all deathin it ſelf is of oge 
fize, butthe waies of death, andthe dangers of death are 
of different: ſizes and dimenſions,' He. hath deliwered # 
from :{o great 4 death (deadly dangers) aud he doth deling 


4s ; whatofthats And we trait that he will alſo deliver w., 


What:God hath done and doth, is eaſily believed he will 


doe.. The peopleot1ſrael being gotthorow the red Seq, 


kepta.day-of Thankſgiving, andwe finde that they grew 
confident of getting i 


ſhall take hold of the inhabitants of Paleſtina, the Dukes of 5- 
dom ſhall be ama7ed, 8c. Tſracl had ſet bur a foot ( as'it 
were ) beyond the red. Sea, and yet now they tryumph, 
asif they had a footing\in' Canaas. Was not Meſes too 
forwardinthis, and-werenotthe peopleover confident ? 


No, they hada juſt ground of hope, that God ,would + 


carry them thorow that Wilderneſſe, becauſe he had 


brought them thorow that red $9a.: David ſaw Goliah ' 1 
vanquiſhed in the victory heobtainedover a Lion and a 


Bear, this uncircumciſed Philftirve ſhall be as one: of 


: them. oh ; 


into Canaarpreſently, Exod. 15. 13, 
14, Thos in thy mercy haſt led forth the- people, which thus | 
. haft redeemed thou hait guided them inthy firength unto thy 

holy habitation : the people ſhall hear and be afraid, farm 


—— 


| itfor rhee; Now behold thew truſte 


Egypt unto all that truſt on him, TI he ſleights his con- 
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| I beſeech you let your faith gtow:thus: vigorous, and 
turn experiences into confidences, Recauſe:ye are nor dead, 
but alive ;, believe that ye ſhall not die, but lives, | 

- I would notirivite youto build Gaſtles inthe air, nor 
would I nurſe up geys. 0 choughtsinany.:: Iknow: 
that Babylon ſhall be as confident, as canfidence-71. ſelf, im- 
mediately before her deſtruction , Rewel. 18.7. I fit-s 
Queen , and am 10 widow , and ſhall-ſee: ne\ſorrow,” and 
yetall her ſorrows ſhall then come upon her; Iknow'the 
people of God may over-attheir faith, and be confident 
without cauſe, as the Propher ſpeaks ( Jer.2.37.) The 
Lord hath rejcited thy confidences, and thou ſhalt nat. proſper. - 
inthe. . But though I would not,: yea, 1 darenotbe!o-: 
yer-bold or. preſuming,yet I would not have anyUdiſtruſt«. 
fullor unbelieying. God's & Rock, . aud his work is perfe(?: 
Weare ſure he hath beguna work, why ſhould -we noc 


believe he will bring irunto perfeQion.o..  - Deen 
'3:t may be,ſome abroad will objeR, as Rabſhakeh once: 


[yy gen Hezekiahand the Jews (2 King.18.19.) Thus 


ſaith the great King, the King of CA(ſyria, What confidence 
 #thu whereinthoutruſteſt? Thou preſumeſt thou ſhalt be 


deliver'd from the invaſion, of Se#acherib,' Whar'is this 
confidence; faith Rabſhakeh, tellmethy ftrengtty ie: Poſs 
libly zhog wilt (ay (but they are bat vain words) 1 have'coun- 
ſel and ſtrength for the warre., Or, if thou haſt nor ſtrength 
ofrhy own, yetthou haſt friends and confederates-to' af-: | 
lſtthee.. Iwonder where.' Tellme? Now. 0s whom deft 


| thou truſt ,that thou rebellefl againſt me ? Tf thou wilt nor 


diſcover the lock wherein thy ſtrength lies, then I will doe 

F1 upon the ſtaff of this bruj- 
ſedreed, evenupon Egypt, on which if « man lean, it wilt 
g0into amans hand, and pierce it : So is Pharaoh King of 


fidences 


ee —. 


— ——— 
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fidences in men : And becauſe he knew Zeekiah and, 
the Jews had areſerve, when the arm of fleſh was bro- 
ken, therefore hetakes them oFfrom that roo ( verſ.22.) 
But if ye ſay unto me, We truft in the Lord our God, Ts nt 
that he, whoſe high places, and whoſe altws He7ekiah hath 
taken away, and hath ſaid to Judah and 7ernſalem, ye ſhal 
worſhip before this Altar in Zeruſalem ? As it he had ſaid, 
Doc ye, bnild your confidence in God, wh:n ye have done God 
ſuch adiftervice as this, the defacing and demoliſhing of his 

Altars ? Are yeſo audacious as to believe that God will hel 
you, when you have thus diſhonoured him ? Can you expeit 
his aid ſhauld be the reward of your ſacriledge ? Be aſhamedof 
theſe hopes, make not your God a protedtonr of your impittit, 
Some ( Iſfay ) from abroad may thinke to cut the ſinews 


of our confidence by fuch an argument, What is your 


confidence to prevail, or that the Parliament ſhould pro- 
ſper « Arenot they the men, who have pull'd'down- #- 
ters, and aboliſh'd Prelacy ? Have not they turned out 
the o/d Liturgy, and daſh'd the Ceremonies ? Have notthey 
_ theſe things by their authority, and ſhall rhey 
W2.1..--.- | | | 
_ Tofuch Objedters I ſay, our confidence gathers life 
fromthis Obje&tion. Theſe (Right Honourable ) are 
ſplendias peccata, thining fins indeed, and holy impietics, 
— Utheſebeyour faults, they are glorious ones, and we 
may-fatten eur fath by ſuch doubts caft in from theſe 
without. - Wemay rather build upon it, that you ſhall 


pon, becauie God hath enobled your ſpirits , to doe | 


uch things as theſe: even as Hezekiahprofpered in thoſe 
works, which yettherailing Rabſhakeh ſuppoſed his cer 


tain ruine. 


There are other ObjeRions againſt this confidence, 
which are more weighty and fad. 1 will name bur Gow. 
| Fult,, 


t 


| Firſt, What foconfidentthatweſhall live, and yet 


' Magiſtrates 


jr" IS 
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the Kingdome ſo abound with finne £ Whenthere is 16 
much life in finne, ſhall ſuch a people live'?- Live and 
proſper * = 0 EN | _—_ 

' Tacknowledge, that when we confider the fins and 
profaneneſſes, the wickedneſſes and blaſphemies, which 
are in the Nation, we have juſt cauſe in referenceto ther, 
not only to rejoyce withtrembling, butto tremble with- 
out rejoycing. Theſe may give us cauſeto fear,that all the 
troubles we have hitherto had, are butthe beginning of 
our ſorrows; Andthat the Lord,tti ſtead ofturning back 
our captivity, ſhould turn us back into captivity. We 

may have cauſeto fear, that even the grear and ſolemn 


meeting of this day, upon (as I may focall it) 1hi5monn- 
| ain of our preſent felicity, ſhould be' but like Moſes his 


going up to Mount Nebe, or the top of Piſgah, in the later 
end of the book of Deuteronomy, fromthence to view the 
Land of Canaan, which himſelf ſhonld never enter into : 
The Lord niay makethis happy ſpectacle, bur as a ſhort 
view, atranſienr glimpſe of thoſe glories and comforts, 
of thoſe bleſſings and mercies, which peace end union in 
a ſerled eftate bring forth to a Nation: and the word 
might go ont againſt us all, even againſt Moſes and Avon, 
Miniſters, even againſt thoſe, who have 
been moſt fairhfull in the carryingon ofthis great ſervice 
and moſt induſtrious, evenagainſt thoſe, who have ſhed 


moſt tears, and have laid np moſt prayers, even againſt 


_ thoſe who havefweat moſt,or bled moſt, Te ſhall all die 


"his ſide Fordan.Y our fins ſhall, conſume your carcafes 
mthis wildetneſſe, this is acknowledged, and wharever 
the iſſue be, let God be glorified. 

But the Lord doth not account, as man accounteth, 


. neither are his thonghtsas mansthoughts, Take buttwo 


D 2 inſtances, 


———_— OS ——- -————— - 
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inſtances. The one,: Pal. 106. 6,7. where the unbelicf 
and'provacations of the people of Iſrael are reported, We 
tnve finnedwith eur fathers, we have committed iniquity, me 
have done wickedly. Our fathers underſtood not thy wonders in 
Rgypty they remertbred not the mnititude of thy mercies, but 
provoked him at the Sea, even at thered Sea. Yet, he comes 
12 witha z0z obſtante, atthe 8.verle, Nevertheleſſe he ſa- 
wed them for his Names ſake,' that he might make his mighty 
power te be known. ItGod will fave for his names ſake,what 
people is there whom he may not ſave 2 | 

The other Scripture is (Ifa.57.17:) For the iniquity of 


his;covetouſneſſe was Iwroth, and ſmote him, 1 hid me, and” 
was wroth: What did this ſmiting effe& 2 Ir follows; | 
He went on frowardly in theway of his heart; he went on fin- F 
ning, while God was {miting; what could any one ex - 


pet now, bur-that the- Lord .who ſmote_him before, 
ſhould atthenext-blow deſtroy him 2 Yet hear, 'O mi- 
xacle of mercy. 1 Thave ſeen his waies ( verſ. 18. ) What 
waies, repenting waies, reforming waies, holy wates ? 
No, his wates, the waies of his own froward heart. And 
what will God -doe's Doth 'he ſay, I will ſtrike him, 


down in his wars, Iwill kill him in his waies 2 No, 1. 


have ſeen his waies, and will heal him. T will heal the for- 
mer wounds inſtead of making new wounds ; There is 
moremercy, yet, -/will lead himalſo, and reſtore comfarts 
wuie him,' and to his mourners. -God doth not. uſually heal 
theewounds of judgement, tillthe wounds of fin are heal- 
ed: yer ſometimes he doth. And whar know we but che 
Lord may once again makea parallel mercy to that pro- 
miſed 'his ancient people ,- and- reſtore comfort ito 


thoſe hearts, 7/ho goeon (asthis Objedioncharges)frow- 
' 4raly intheway of their hearts? © | 


Secondly, Qrhers may obje&t, what 2 ſo much conf 


dence :; 


I 
4 
vx 


— 


— 


elicf 


pro- 
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dence of a ſucceſſion of mercies 2 Look to the-Church, 
and tothe matter ofthe worſhip ; Super/#itron 15.gone, but 
prophaneneſſe ſtands at the coor; Prelacy 15 gone, but A- 
natchy is feared: and can weyet be confident © Sure to 
invite to a day of rejoycing, when we areinſucha condi- 
tion, is but like bidding the ſons of Zioz to- fing one of 
theirſongs at the waters of Babylor. 

. acknowledge, there is little reaſon to- rejoyce in the 
light ofthis world, whileſt the Goſpel is under a cloud; 
that there is very little reaſonto take warmth ar the: hear 
ofany Sunne, while Chriſtthe Sunne of righteouſneſſe is e+ 


4 clipſed by the interpoſition of any ſublunary. intereſt 
WS; | | 


whatſoever. 


.- But muſt we deſpond, and give all: for loſt; becauſe 
| fight hath nor ( ſuppoſing thar ir-hath nor ) that free and 


kinde entertainment which we deſire £ Muſt. we reſolve 
that Chriſt ſhall loſe his right (ſuppoſe ir ſ{o-). becauſe he 
hath ir not, or becauſe he hath it not by the day ſer in our 
Kalendar? Poſfibly, the Kalendar of Heaven hath a poſt- 
dateto ours..A woe belongs tothoſe who negle&tto jr th 
the work of the Lord ( likethem in the: Prophet) upon 


” | this ſurmiſe, The time #5 not come, the time that the Lords 


uſe ſhould be kailt: Yet a woelies not againſt thoſe, who 
conſcientiouſly endeavouring to build,. cannot finiſh ir. 
Chriſt accountsthoſe his enemies, and cals them out to 


|Bur if it be ( as I believe it is ) our faith hath reaſon to 


told up in life and ſtrength too, that we:ſhall live-: For 
k-. We. 


ID —— 
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weknow Chriſt works by degrees in the hearts of his 

ople. Light comes not in all at once. Inthe prophecy df 
Ezekiel, The waters of the Temple were firſt but to the ancles, 
and then to the knees, and ther to the loins, and then it was i 


river of waters to ſwimmein, 4 river that could not be paſte E 
over. We muſt give providence leave rogo it's own pact, | 
 Thingsare ſtill under conſideration, The plummet 1s ftillia 


the hand of Zerobbabel, and who knows to what perfeGti- 
ou the work may bebrought ina ſhort time © Ir isnot 
the doing of what comes ſhort ofthe minde of Chriſt,but 
a reſolving not todo the minde of Chriſt, which makesa 
people hopeleſle. | 
When Chriit was in the world, he was not received 
preſently ; Did he therefore fire the world preſently a- 
out their ears, and deſtroythoſe places which received 
himnot? When ſome perſwaded him to doe ſo, he rels 
them, Te know not of what ſpirit ye are, There's many 4 
good man, who, if he knew his own ſpirit, would bea- 
thamdofir. Chriſtisnor ſo fierce as many Chriſtians 
are. Ir'strue, his anger when it burns is infinitely fierce, 
and who can abide it 2 But we know he is patient, and 
heis patient very long, even unto thoſe who knowingly 
abuſe him ; much more toward thoſe who are ſincerely 
ſeeking after him. He is patient to thoſe who abuſe him, 
and patient {o long, that they take occaſion ( cauſe they 
have none) to ſcorn and mock him, Where is they 


promiſe of hiscamming ? And, Let the Lord haſten his wk 


that we may ſee it. Much more will he be patient rowards 
thoſe who are praying, conſulting and enquiring,though 
as yet they ſhould not come up to give him the honour 
dueunto his name. | 


Whenthe Jewiſh worfliip was caſt out,and theCeremo- 


_ ® 


niall Law aboliſhed; the Apoſtles themſelves being alive, | . 
ad] 


nour 


mo- 
lives 


i 
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and preaching it, . Chriſtian worſhip was not received in 
a day orina year: the Apoſtles were long workeng it into 
the hearts of believers. And we may read in the 14*" Cha- 
pter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, how much bearin 

there was exerciſed, a1d how much forbearing towards 


| thoſe who were not yet come upto Go!pel heights,either 
of their dutie, or of their priviledge © Theretore .( Ifay ) 
though this Objection ſhould ſtand a while in the letter 


ofir, yet weneed nor fall in our hopes;; though-we are 
not where we ſhould be either in worſhip, orin Govern- 
ment, yet Chriſt will bear, while we are ſeeking and.en- 
quiring with ſincerity that we may. Chriſt will ar laſt 
break thoſe, who wilfully break his bands, and caſt a- 
way his coards from them. Andallthey who im upright-. 


nefle pray and endeavour that his Government may be- 


ſet up, thall be heard and bleſſed, though perhaps, notin: 
their own way. 

Athird Objection lies thus, Bur there are many er-- 
rours, and ſtrange opinionsamongſt us: Tares grow up,, 
ndarelike toovergrowthe wheat : ſores and ſickneſſes 
over-run many mindes. Can a people thrive, - who. 
have ſuch diſeaſes upon them? Can the Phyſitians who- 
behold theſe diſtempers, offer us any hope that the pati-- 
ent ſhall live *  . 

think no fore-head can deny thatthere are errours 2» 
mongſt us.; and ſome: very. dangerous deſtructive and 
cmegble, pervetting ſouls, and waſting the vitals of re-- 

Errours are not to be ſported with. Who can love: 
Chriſt-anderrour too , much leſſe plead for, and give it. 
ptronage ? Chriſt is truth, And though perſonserring: 
may have our charity, yet no errour onght. to-have our- 


bye :. though many who erre.may have much of our 


patience,, 


_— 
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patience, yer there is no errour (how {mall ſoever) ſhould 
any of our have countenance. _ 
But to this ſad ObjeQion, I anſwer. 1 
Firſt, Poſſibly there are more errours named then are; 
Allis noterrour whichevery one thinks to be errour.We 
know who ſpake ir, After the way which they call hereſse;) 
ſo worſhip 1the God of my fathers ( A. 24. 14.) and they 
were no mean,no unlearned men who called that way he- 
reſfie. And I ſhall never believe all Hereſiographers tor his 
ſfake,who pur Aerizs into his Catalogue for oppoſingPre- 
lacy. There may be an errour in taxing ſomewitherrours, 
Bur ſecondly, Whatſoever is anerrour, or an herefie, 
whatſoever is contrary to wholeſome Dodtrine ( ſuch 0- 
pinionsare knowable, elſe all rules about dealing with 
them- were vain ) Whatſoever ( Ifay) is an errour or 


hereſie, let all the penalties which Chriſt hath charged | 


uponit beexecuted to the utmoſt : If we favour erronr,'t 
know not how we can with confidence lift up our eyes to\Chrif 
for favour, If Chriſt would not have had errour to be oy- 
poſed, vvhy hath he left us means both for the oppoſiti- 
on and ſuppreſſionoferrour 2 As he hath givena compledt 
Armour to every Chriſtian wherewith to Fohr __ the 
vviles and temptations of the devil; ſo he hath given a 
compleat Armour to his Church, vvherewith to fight a- 
oainſt all theerrours and unſound do@rines of ſeducers. 
Therefore ſearchthe Magsjnes of the Goſpe!, bring out 
allthe artillery,ammunicionand weapons ſtored up there, 


look out all the chains and ferters, the vvhips and rods, 


vvhich eitherthe letter oftheGoſpel,orthe everlaſting e- 
= ofthe Law hath provided to binde errour vvith, or 

orthe backof herefie: letthemall be imployed.,and ſpare 
not, T hope we ſhall never uſe (Tam perſwaded vve ought 
not ) Antichrifts broomto ſweep Chriits houſe with, or his 


me * 
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weapons to fight againſt errours with, Chriſt hath formed 
and ſharpened weapons for this warre ; we need not goe 
tothe Popes forge or file. We (faith the Apoſtle ) have 
weapons in a readine(ſe to revenge every diſovedience,Theyare 
__ madeto-our hands; vve havethemin a readineſſe, 
faich Paul, ler thefe be ſheathed in the bowels of every 
errour, and corrupt opinion : and the eyent will ſhew (a 
thought chat it will not, were an infinite diſparagement 
tothe wiſdome of Chriſt , who hath appointed them ) 
the event, Ifay, will ſhew that theſe weapons of onr war- 
fare are not carnall, but mighty through God , not a wooden 
dagger, or ſpears ot bulruſhes, no pot-guns, or paper- 

ſhot, as ſome ( at leaſt in conſequences ) blaſpheme, 
but mighty throughGod to the caſting dewn of ſtrong-holds,and 
the bringing of every thought into captivity to the obedtence_ 

of Chriſt. And when errours are more theerroneous (tu- 

mulcuous or blaſphemous) the generall rules of the word 
will ſhew us expedients, fit to meet with ſuch diſtempers. 

It we thus proſecute and oppoſe the errours of theſe 

times- (which I conceive no man is hindered from doing 

in his ſphear, though all the ſphears wherein this may be 

done, are not in a deſired motion) If, I ſay, we thus 

proſecute errour, and contend for truth, we may keep 

our hopes alive, that as vve are not dead bur alive, ſo we 
ſhall ns: die, but live; that, yer Counſels at home, and 

Armies abroad ſhall proſper ; thar, this ſhall not be the 

laſt Thankſgiving day, which this great Aſſembly ſhall 

keep for received victories, that, God will yet go on to 

crown this Nation with ſo many mercies as ſhall fill both 

the preſent age and poſterity with books and declarations 

of what God hath vvrought. A ſervice, to which David 

engageth himſelf inthe next vvords ofthe text, 7 ſhall not 


| 4e,bur live ;, anddeclarethe works of the Lord, 
| E And 
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And declare the works of the Lord. 


The generall iſſue of vvhich vvords, as conſidered in 
conjunGion with the former, 1s, Wn. 

That «ll received mercies ſhould be deſigacd to the glory 
God. 

This is the Ceftgn of the Saints, when they pray former- 
cies { Joel 2.14.) hoknoweth if he willreturn aud repem, 
and leave a bleſsing behinde him ; For vvhom:? for you! 
Nay, Even a meat-offering, and a drink-offering to th 
Lord your God. The captive Jews vvere taxed, becauſe. 
they faſted torthemſelves, and notunto God (Zech.7.) 
It muſt be the proje& of prayer and faſting, that we-may 
receive merciesto honour God with :: and it ſhould be 
our project in daies of praiſe and thankſgiving to. honour 
God vvith the mercies vve have received.So much of our 
lives is as loft, and ſo many ot our merciesare as buried, 
with whichthe name of God is not lifted up and advan- 
ced. To ſeek owrown glory, is not glory; or to deal vvith 
God, as the Story ſpeaks of one, who vvrote the found- 
ers name that-had been at the coſt and charge of a curious 
fabrick upon the plaiſter of the vvall, but cur his own 
name in a marble ftone underneath : While vvorldly 
men beſtow outward thanks on God, Their inwardthought 
ts, tha: their houſes ſhall continue for ever, and their dwelling 
place io all generations, ad they call their lands after the 
own vames, Plal. 49.11. To give God a day of vocall 

praiſes, and to reſerve the chief, the fatreſt of the honour 

toour ſelves, is to mock God in ſtead of praifing him, 
and to commt- ſacriledge, while we are offering holy 
things. | 

But I cannot ſtay upon that generall, Take this in 
ſpeciall. | 


— 


Th. 4. 


- wrought for his Church. 0 how great 15s thy 


from the Egyptians, and from the CAmorites, from the chil- 
E 2 
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That to declare the works of the Lord, is the debt of honor 
and duty,which we ought to pay hims-for all the work he ts plea- 
fed to do for ws. 

The works of God are his counſels acted, Pſal. 31.19. 


' Ohow great is thy gaodneſſe which thou haſt laid up for thew 


thet fear thee ? The goodneſle of God is laid up ; in what 
Storehouſe doth God lay up this goodneſle 2 Surely, in 
his own breſt : there he laid up the creation of the world 
from all eternity, and there he laid up the redemption of 
man, and wrought it 2 the fulzeſſe of time : There he 
laid up all the deliverances which at any time he hath 
goodneſſe_2 
which : hon haſt laid up ! ( then follows) which thou haſt 
wrought for them that truſt in thee, befare the ſonnes of men. 


The works of God are the goodnefle of God made viſt- | 


ble, they are as ſo. many beams or raies of the power, 
wiſdome, faithfulneſſeand juſtice of God.. God declares 
himſelf in his works, The :aviſible things of him from thes 
creation of the world, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
things which are made, even his eternall power and God-head, 
Rom. 1.20. The vvork of Creation declares much of 
God, butthe works of Providence declare more. And 
as God declares himſelfin his works, {owe muſt declare 
the works of God. But how ſhall we mak2 this decla- 
ration * 

6 —_ is a five-fold declaration of the vvorkes of 

od. 

The firſt is an Arithmeticall declaration ; the originall 
word in the text primarily ſ{12nifies, to inake a catalogue 
oran-enumeration of things, and ſo ofrhe works of God, 
ſetting rhem down by number. Thus God himſelf de- 
clares his works (Judg.10.11,12.) Did not 1 deliver you 


dren 
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" dren of CAmmon, and fron the Philitines ? The Zidonians 


alſo, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites did oppreſſe you, 
andyecried to me,and I delivered you out of their hand.Hereis 
nothing but the bare names of deliverances ſer down, ſc- 
ven in aumber:So many you have received -from me,fſaich 
the Lord. As it we ſhould write now, The battel{ at Kein- 
ton oze,The battel at Newbery two,The battel at Chereton- 
Down three, Ar Marſton: moor four, At Nazeby five, At 
Langport ſix, 4:Torington(even,& the disbanding of the 
hte Army in the Weſt without bartell , which may go for 
many vittories,erc. And this is a declaration which beco- 
meth us.z ſomepens have done this romy hand already; 
thereisan Arithmerticall declaration of our mercies and 
victories inthe Fzeld, and over Strong-holds this laſt year, 
newly {ct out and printed, and I think the number is 
ninety and one, beſtdes fome remarkable ones given in 
fince: we may ccnclude this ceclaration with that of 
the Pſalmiſt, Mary, O Lord , are the wonderfull works, 
which thou haſt done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward, 
They cannot be reckonedup in order unts thee, if we would dt- 
clare and ſpeak of thers, they are wore then can be numbred, 
Pſal.40.3. | 

Secondly, There 154 /ozicall declaration of the works 
of God, when we ſhew the ſeverall kindes of them ;. as, 
the work of Creazton, the work of Redemption , the work 
of Providence, and diſtribute theſe into works of mercy, 
or works of juſtice; into thoſe works wherein God pro- 
tecteth his peopze, or wherein he deſtroyerh his enemies; 
and thoſe either 1n.deteating their Counſels, or in over- 
throwing their Forces. Many ſuch diviſions, and ſubdi- 
vitzans, differences and properties alſo of the works of 
God may beſet forth in a /ozicall declaration, 

Thirdly, Thereis an hiioricall. declaration, when. be- 


figes- 
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fides the ſeverall kindes and differences of the works of 
God, we declare the perſons acting , the places;;-the 
times , the counſels , the managing of the. ſeverall a- 
&ions, the events and ſucceſſes , the- iſſues.and fruits, 
the effets and conſequences .of every undertaking.: . Such 
confiderations.as thete make up the hiſtory of the works - 
of God. - 
The fourth is, a Rhetoricall declaration , when beſides 
a bare narrative of the facts,&c. (whick-is proper to hi- 
ſtory ) we labour ts finde out the ſeverall circumſtances 
and aggravations of every work, which may raiſe ri our 
ſpirits, and warm our hearts inconfidering of, and look- 
ing overthem. Tr is our duty to make more then bare 
narratives and hiſtories, we muſt clothe them with elo- 
quence, and make oratory doe homage tothe honour of 
God, The holy Pen-men have been admirable in this, 
read rhe Song of Moſes ( Exod..15.) The Song of Deborah 
(Judg.5. ) The Song of David, in the day that the Lord 
laddelivered himout of the hands of all his enemies, and out 
of the hand of Saul (2 Sam.22.) and you will finde them 
over-matching all Poets and Heathen Oratours in depth 
of conceit, exatneſſe of ſtile, and lowers of Rhetorike, 
3s much as the Sunne doth a Candle, or theſpirits of 
wine the dregs of ir. Fhus ſhould we poliſh and gar- 
niſh, embroider and bedeck the works of God, not with 
vain oftentation of wit, not with affteRation or pedan- 
tickpomp of words, but with ſobriety and holygravity :. 
Not, as Auſtin I remember cenſureth a paſſage in one of 
bis own Confeſzos z it was, ſaith he ( Declamatis levis) 
dight declamation, not (Confeſit0 gravis) 4 ſober confeſ- 
for, Some beſtow too much rherorike upon :confeflion 
of finne.. There may be pride in our confeſſions of re 
pentance , and ſo there may be 1n; our confeſſions. of 
E 3 praiſe 
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ſen of ſins, totelk God how many they are, how many nn 


praiſe. Our confeſlions therefore or our declarations of 
theworks of God, muſt not betainted with-wantouneſh 
and vanity, lightneſfe and curiofiry, we muſt not flouriſh 


and word..it only with God, but we ought to makey| 


ſolidly rheroricall declarations,as:any abiliry that God g- 
veth us;can reach unto. Y 
For asit is notenough to make an Arithmeticall confe. 


number as neer.as wecan ; or, to-make an hi/toricall devls 
ration of them, toſer downthetime and place, when and 
where we ſinned; bur it isour duty to make rhetorical 
confeſſions, to aggravate our fins againſt our ſelves, to 


fhew the: Lord notonly our finne, bur the iniquity of out | ; 


finne, the filchinefſe of our lewdnefle, the abomination 


ob ourprovocations : That (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) os | 
ſonnes may become exceeding ſinfull, Rom. 7.43. So her | 


the Lord; muſt have more then a naked hiſtory of his 
wojzks;; . or, a ſuperficiall declaration, rhat Thsand The 
was: done ; our thearts and heads: ſhould be bufied in 
ſearching thingsto the bottom, and'in giving an accent 
ro every circumſtance. For, asa\ſmall fact committed 4- 
gainſt God may be a very huge1in : ſoa {ma} work done 
by God may be a very huge mercy.l ſhall give a few hints 
towards this Rhetorical declaration of the works of God, 
- Firſt, Conſiderthem in reference to the way which 
God takes to bring them about. He works ſomerimes 
immediately by his own hand, and then his work is mi- 
raculous. He works at other times by weak and impro- 
bable means, and then his works are marvellous, He 
often makes oppoſitions, and croſſe counſels ſerve his 
ends, he makes a Table out of a ſnare, and what wasin- 
tended forour caſting down,the occaſion of our ſtanding, 
wounds heal: us ; lofles enrich us; diviſions unice usz 


our | ::: 
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| our being overcome gives us the victory, and Then his 


works are glorious. | | p< 40 
Secondly , Confider the ftrength of oppoſers, theit 


| helpers and abertours, theirheights and former ſucteſſes, 


ther reſolvedneſſe and rage, theit pride 'and' confidences. 
From all theſe learn how vaſt amercy it is to be delivered 


: tramrthem. EY AkLos 
Thirdly, Conftderthetime when'God works for us. 


The ſeaſon 55:45 much as the mercy it ſelf. 'We have had, re. 
tmckable heighthings of mercie, from the dates'ot our 
mercies, What remarkable mercy for the ſeaſon was 
the Expedition to Gloceſter, when we wete, as.it were dy- 
ing, and-giving all ups What a leaſdnable mercy was 
the vi7ory at NaJeby, in the _ of rhe laſt year, 
when we vvere deſpondent, and ſinking in. our ſpirits 2 
You may finde the like ſeafonablenefle of many other 
mercies, 4s words fpoker,, fo attions done itt ſeaſam, are 
bike :4pples of gold in pithires of filver, With divers ſuch 
goltien Apples, and ſilver pictures, God hathar ohce fed 
uiddelighted iis. - © : ns 
-1:Fourthly, Conſider,for whom God works, When for 
perſons undeſerving; and difoblieging him'tontinuall 


This is a mercy-raifing conſideration indeed!” "As "2%, | 
(Chap.7.17.) ſpeaks in generall, hat is man; that thos. 


ſbes/dft magaifie him , and that thou ſhould$t ſez thine heart 
ex him ? So we ſhould fay ar this tane;” 


2 Nation againſt which there are ſo many objeCtions, up- 
en which there are ſo many fines, a Narion which hath 
Dmany waies qa God ; what are we, that: God 


ſhould work ſuch wonders for.us? When David offered 
Meghibofheth grear kindenefſes, reſtoring himall the lands- 
| ikisfather, andenviting him to cat bread at his Table 

=_  - _** © © continually; 


| | 115 ta hat are we, 
- | andwhat is the Nation, that: God thould mmvgnitc us? 
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continually ; Mephiboſbeth who was bur « lame man, ani 
"one that had mean thoughts of himſelf, ſtands amazed, 


"honour by his birth ( 7ovathans ſonne ) yer he ſpeaks 


What & thy ſervant that thow ſhouldſt look upon ſuch « deu 
deg, 45 1am? (2 Sam. 9.8.) Though he was a man 


thus low of himſelf, ( who am I*) ar the offer of ſo greg 
a favour. What then may we ſay of our felves, tha 
God ſhould reſpect us,vvho may be called dead dogs be 
fore him © A people lame in his ſervice, unanſer- 
ableto former mercies. When God muſt work as much 
for his own name, as by his own power ;'when Godre- 
members to work for thoſe who have forgotten his 
works; when God is faithfull. to thoſe who have di 
ſtruſted him, how-dotheſe conſiderations of our lownez, 


heighten our mercies, and render our deliverances. as | ; 


many wonders Thus glory comes into God by our + 
baſement : for, as in confeſling. the circumſtancesdf 
ſinne, ſome ſpeciall ſinfulneſſe ob our hearts breaks' fork 
upon every one of them,tohumbleyus. - So,in confeſl 
thele ſpecialties of Gods works, ſome beam of his Wit 
dome, Juſtice, Power, Patience or Goodneſle breaks 
forth and irradiates all the mercies which we : receive 


from him. Therefore be very carefull in making thel: | ; 
Rhetoricall declarations : let not God have hiſtory and | ; 


naked relations, bur be diligent in finding, and eloquent 
in deſcribingevery, even the leaſt paſſage. of his provi- 
dence. - The Rabbins have a ſaying, that there is a mouts 
f4indf ſenſe hanging upon every Apex of the word of God; lal- 
ſure you, the keaſt 4pexin the works of God, may have 
2 mountain of goodnefleand mercy. hanging at it, did we 
perench them out, inn cf Go $2fhiot 
There is yeta fifth Declaration of rhe works of God, 


which I would rather preſſe, and it is more neceſſary 


— 
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then all theſe fore-mentioned, more neceſſary then ei- 
ther your Arithmeticall, or your Logicall, or your Hifte- 


ricall, or your Rhetoricall declarations, and thar is a de- 


charation purely theologicall, or a pradiicall declaration of 


the works of God. 
Right Honourable and beloyed, God will bear with 


us, though we ſhould be ſomewhat out in our Av /ithme- | 


tike, and indeed the works of God exceed our Arith- 
mike, they are innumerable; God will beare with 
us though we are not ſuch exat L1gicians to methodiſe 
his works, to give their deſcriptions,definitions, kindes 
differences and properties : God will beare with us, 
though we are but mean Hiftorians, but flat, feeble and lan- 
guide Orators, if yet we come up in this laſt at, and 
make him a full, a hearty, a pithy declaration of his 
works,by ours. The Lord is better pleaſed with the lan- 


" | guaze of our hands, then with the language of our tongues ; 


and we honour God more with the words which our 
works ſpeak, then with the words which our mouths 
ſpeak. I beſeech you therefore make this declaration 
35 full as may be; Let your feee declare, and your fix- 
ger ſpeak to the whole Nation, yea to all the world, 
what God hath done for us. Ir will be a very ſad thing 
ifdeclarations of the works of God ſhould be made only 
nſermons, or written in books, and none found writ- 
ten in Qur hearrs and lives: Ifit ſhould be ſo, mercies 


- | willbeour burdens as much as judgements have been, 


| 


and the heavier burdens roo. The Baptiſt exhorrs, 
(Matth. 3.)Bring forth fruit meet for repentance : Texhort, 
bring forth fruit meet for mercies, for vicories; bung 
forth fruit meer for dayes of thankſgiving. And give 
me leave a little to drive this _ more home, _ 
en 


Jo CI 
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faſten it more diſtinctly upon your ſpirits. 

_ Firſt, I would beſpeak the whole Kingdom of England, 

0 England, becaretull to make this practicall declarati. 

on of the works of God. God appears as unbending his 

bowe.,and putting his arrowes up to his yon ſheath- 

ing his ſ{word,and repenting of rhoſeevils ofpuniſhment 

which he determined againſt thee ; make haſt to de- 


Cy 
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clare this work ot the Lord, by repenting of thy evils | 


of {inne, and by turning to God in duty,from whom 
thou haſt departed, and whom thou haſt provoked by 


thine iniquity. God hath given the Armies of thy ene- | 


miesinto thine hand, and' he hath cauſed their ſtrong 
holds to ſubmir. O England, declare this work of the 
Lord, by preparing a new war againſt thoſe Armies of 
outragious lufts which encamp in all places, and fight «- 
oainſt the foul;by planting batteries againſt the ſtrong 
holds of fooliſh cuſtoms, and vain practices,received by 
rradition from our forefathers. The Lord hath broken 
the yoke of thy oppreſſours, and taken their burthens 
from off thy ſhoulders. 0 England,declare this work of 
the Lord,by thy willingnes to pur thy neck under what: 
foever is the yoke of Jeſus Chriſt, and thy ſhoulders 
to his burttien, God hath much purged,and ſtill pre- 
ſerves the Ordirancesof his worſhip, he ſill continues 
the Goſpel rothee,and many faithtull Miniſters to di: 
ſpenceit. 0 Emeland,declare this work of the Lord by 
prizing pure worſhip, by improving the Goſpel, and ho- 
nouring the diſpenſers of it, by ſaying,how beautiful ar 
the feet of thefe ho bring thee the vlad tidings of everlaſting 
peace? God hath ſhewed that he worketh freely,hc 
hath wrought beyond all obligations. 0 England, de 
clarethis work of the Lord : Be faithfull, ſeeing thou - 
under 


pay 


þ 


Honourable Houſes of Parliament,8&c. April 2.1646. - 


under ſo many obligations ; perform cheerfully and ſin- 
nd | cerely all the 7ows and Covenants which are upon thee,to 
ati. | the utmoſt of thy power and opportunities. 
his Laſtly, God hath ſhewed himſelf a friend to thy 
th. | friends,and an enemy tothy enemies. 0 England,declare 
en | this work of the Lord, Do not thou by unkindnes or hard 
de. | uſage,{add the hearts of any of Chriſts friends, or by thy 
vis | fatteries and unworthy complyances give his enemies 
om | occaſion of rejoycing. 
by Let the Honourable Houſes of Parliament be perſwa- 
ne- | dedto make, This declaration of th: works of the Lord. 
He ſhines upon your counſels, and hath exalted you in 
the | them; Declare this work of the Lord,by exalting and ſet- 
5 of | ting up his aame inall your counſels : make it appear to 
ta | allthe world,that you are fo far (which poiſibly may 
ons | have been the jealouſte of ſome) from not admitting 
Chriſt petitioning at your doors, that you are daily pe- 
ken | titioning him to command in your hearts, and over all 
jens | your waies. God by works of wonder hath maintain- 
c of | edyour priviledges, your honours, and your houſes : declare 
hat- | theſe works of the Lord, by maintaining the honour and 
ders | Priviledges of his houſe,and by the advancement of his 
pre- ſervice. God hath done juſtice and judgement 1n the 
nes | land to admiration : he hath wrought terrible things inrigh- 
di- | teouſyes : declare this work ef the Lord by the exactnes of 
| by | your juſtice, by your ſtreamingsout of righteouſnes to- 
ho- | wards all the people of this land, and by cloathing your 
lire} ſelves with judgement: Let it be as hangings about your 
ing | Walls,asa crown and a diadem upon your heads : break 
he | the teeth of oppreſſours, be eyes to the blinde, ears to 
de- | the deaf, feer rothe lame,Farhers to the poor, and the 
 at-| cauſe which ye know not, ſearch ye out. And whatſoever 
der | - Pd ye 


a 
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ye doe inthe cauſe of Godor of his people, doe it with 
all your might, for the Lord hath wrought with all his 
might in your cauſe. | 

Let this renowned City be exhorted carefully ro make 
this declaration. God hath been as a wall, as a wall of 
fire, as a place of broad rivers, as gates of brafſe and 
barrs of iron tothis Ciry,to keep'out the enemy. 0declare 
this work ofthe Lord, by letting your Heart-gates ſtand 
open continually ro truth and holines. Lift up your 
heads,o ye gates, and be ye lift up,ye everlaſting doors, that 
the King of glory may come in. God hath blefled you in 


your coſts and charges, in your counſels and correſpon- - 


dencies,e#c. for and with the pablique interefls. Declare 
this work of the Lord by continuing ſtedfaſt to thar inter- 
eſt; Be not unwilling to venture for the time to come, 
(if the like occaſions ſhould call for it) either in your 
perſons or purſes, God having made you ſo good a re- 
rurn both in City and Nationall bleſſings for your form- 
er adventures. God hath wrought graciouſly in preſer- 
ving jour City from fire, your eſtates from plundering, 
your perſons from ſlavery ; declare and ſhew forth theſe 
works of the Lord by improving your eſtates, your power, 
your livesand liberties to make thisa City of yd 2h for 


 theoppreſled, A ſolace to the Saints, 4 mart of rightt- 


oaſnes to the Nations round about. God hath nor ſuf- 
fered violence to enter your ſtreets, ler not deceit and 


guile lodge in your ſtreets : God hath nor puniſhed you 


with famine or want of bread : let nor fulnes of bread be 


your finne. God hath preſerved commerce and trade 
for your bodies : Declare this by making more voyages 
(like r9yall Merchants) to the port of Heaves, by trading 
more for your ownſouls, by trading more for the fouls 


of 
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ofothers within your line. There is a good work in 
hand, for the helping, not only ofpoor bodies; but of 
poor ſouls, I mean of thoſe who are deſtitute of dwel- 
lingsand unimployed, whether elder or younger, men, 
women or children. This is a noble work, a work 
well becomming not only the Magrſfrates of this City, 
but the Parliament of England. Dilorderly poor (who 
live not only withouc government, bur without God 
inthe world) being ſo great a {candall both tothis City, 
and tothe whole Kingdom. | 
Laſtly, letall the taithfall Miniſters inthe land ſer a- 
bout the ſtudy of this Theological declaration : the great- 
eſt part of the work lies upon us, our whole work lying 
inTheologie. It is nor our books or ſermons, but our 
lives and works in the whole diſcharge of our Miniſtry 
which reach this duty. We, by our painfulnes, by our 
patience, by our zeal, by our humility, by our watch- 
fulnes, by our earneſt deſires of maintaining union and 
unity inthe Churches of Chriſt, and among all eff ates 
inthe land, weby being an example ofthe beleevers, in 
word, in conver{ation, incharity, in ſpirit, in faith, in 
purity, ſhould declare what God hath wrought. God 
ſeems to aim at the reconciling of hearts, at the healing 
of breaches,ar the atoning of differences; He ſeems to be 
bringing in peace among us. Let not any ofus make new 
diviſions and rents, or make the former wider and leſfe- 
curable then they are. God hath freed us from many 
burdEns, from that ſore bondage under which many of 
us groanedand complained bitterly both ro- God and' 
man, andgave both no reſt, till they gave us eaſe. Let 
us declare this work ofthe Lord by our ſenſiblenes thax 


others may yer be burdened, and by our carethat they - 


F3 be 
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benot ; Let us defirerthar no burden may be laid, bur 
of neceſſary things, of ſuch things as the wiſedom of 
Chriſt hath made neceſſary: we ſhould know the hear 
of one oppreſſedin conſcience, ſeeing we our ſelves were 
but lately ſo oppreſled,and are now releeved. 

God hath appeared to usas a workman that needs nothe 
aſhamed : Letus all(according to that counſell of the 
A poitle to Timothy) behave our felves as workmen (in 
the ſervice of the Goſpel) that need not be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. | | 

Thus I have epitomized and contracted the great vo- 


lume of our practicall declaration of the works of the | 


Lord into ſome few overtures, eflayes and offers about 
it. Ibeſeech you ſtay not inany of the former, how 
exaGtly ſoeverthey may be framed, (I hope you will 
have them more exacly framed before you go hence 
But ſtay not in them) give God his glory in this which 
is the laſt, and higheſt declaration of his works : give 
him glory in all, but chiefly in this. 

Bur may wenot (in dayes of thankſgiving) make men- 
tion of any, but of the works of the Lords Doth the 
Lord work alone ? Orhave his hands only brought all 
theſe things to paſle ? 

Inthe work of creation God didallalone,and in many 
works of providence Godonly works ; He keeps ftate in 
ſome works, no man acts with him. But in moſt of his 
works, and in thoſe we are this day declaring, he ads 
(as I may ſo ſpeak) in conſort with the creature; it is 
ſeldom that God hath an immediate attingence with ef- 
feds ; He uſeth and delights to uſe the ſervice of men. 
Atheifts of old ſcorn'd at the work of creation,and asked 
( Quibus maching ) with what tools or inſtruments, with 
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what engines, ladders or ſcaffolds the Lord did ſet up 
this mighty frame of heavenandearth ? but in the works 
of providence we may ſoberly ask, ( Quibus machin#s) 
with what tools and inſtruments, by what hands or 
counſells hath he donetheſe things 2 His handsare viſt- 
ble, his cools are plain before our eyes in moſt of theſe 
works : yet becauſe the whole effe&, or the effectualnes 
ofall inſtruments is from his co-working and concur- 
rence ; therefore little mention is to be made of inſtru- 
ments, all nauſt,be afcrib'd rohim. God will have us 
uſe means, as if he wereto donothing z and helooksto 
be honoured,as ifmeans had done nothing. 

Yet means and inſtruments may be remembred, yea, 
inſtruments muſt be remembred in their place. The 


Lord is ſo jealous of his great name, that he permits not. 


any.to come in competition with him ; yet he is ſo zeal- 
ous of his ſervants good name, that he is willing they 
ſhould have honour in a ſubordination to himſelf. Hence 
we finde, that though David ſaith, 7 will declare rhe 
works of the Lord : yet the Lord takes care for,and. makes 


a declaration of the works of David.and of his worthies; 


In the ſecond book of Samuel (chap.2 3.8.) we have a 


catalogne of Davids worthies, and of their exploits fer 


down in particulars. Though the ſtory of the*Bible be 


the moſt exact and compendatous that ever was vvritten, 
yet God youchſafeth faithfull and vvorthy inſtruments - 


aplace in thar. 


And therefore, though the fatnes and the ſtrength of 


our Eucharifticall ſacrifice, ought to be beſtovveq upon 


' the Lord, yer be not unmindfull of thoſe, whom the 
Lord hath uſed as his tools and-inſtruments, as his {word 
and buckler ro.do theſe great works for us, and:to fight- 
Our : 
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gur bartels. Let not any of thoſe Honourable names,who 
from the beginning of theſe warrs and troubles, have 
valiantly interpoſed themſelves, and ſet their bodies and 
eſtates in the breach between us and danger, be forgot: 
ren, or ſlightly remembred. Let it never be charged 
upon the Parliament or Kingdome of England, that they 
have been unmindefull of, or ungratefull to any of theſe 
Heroes, whom God hath uſed as their Savierrs, and Pro- 
tefFonrs , Let them all receive, andenjoy-rewards both 
of honour and of bounty. And let thoſe by whom God 
isnow ating, and vvhole moſt memorable ſucceſlesin 
action, give the occaſion of this dayes joy and ſolem- 
nity, be acknowledged, and acknowledged, ' thaxk't and 
thankt. Tam periwaded t'is both honour and reward 
enough to many ofthem, that they do God and their 
countrey ſervice ; but God requires thatthey vvho ferve 
us, ſhould have reward and honour. | 
Letnct Enzland diſcourage valour, faichfulnes, and 
unwearied induſtry in Azy,or in Theſe, vyho have given 
not promiſes only, bur proofs of theſe Three martiall a- 
go 6 To deſpiſe the inſtruments of our civil, « 
well 25 of our ſpirituall ſalvation, is to deſpiſe the God of our 
ſalvation. | 
And toall the Members of the Honourable Honſes of Par- 
Lament, who have faithfully ſtaid by, tended and watch 
with this troubled,fick and ama” 4 So Nation theſefive 
or fix years paſt, rhe whole Kingdome of England is 
obliged to ſpeak their thanks , and to fay concern- 
ing them, as Chriſt ( Luk. 22.28.) once did to his 
Diſciples, Te are they which have continued with myo 
in my temptation , As a reward of which pains and 


patience, Chriſt in the next words tell them, As. 
- ; ; I 
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you the beſt and faireſt portions in the Kingdome, 
A Jacobs bleffing, even the Dew of Heaven, and the_ 
fatueſſe of the earth, aud plenty of corn and wine , all a 
the gift of God, And that 7he people: of. the Land ( in 
the capacity ye are now in) muy ſerve you, and the 
Nation bow down to you. Thus it becomes us to bleſſe 
our Helpers, and to bleſſe God for our Helpers, leſt 
our unthankfulneſſe and murmurings, cauſe the Lord 
(as he threatned Tſracl, Ia. 3.) To take away from 
England the tay and the ſtaffe, not only the ſlay and 
the aſe of our Naturall lives, Bread and water ( werſ, 
1.) but the ſtay and the fkaffe of our Civil and Spi- 
rituall lives ( verie 2, 3.) The mighty man, and the man 
of warre, the Judge and the Prophet, and the prudent, and 
the An'ient , The Captain of fiſty, and the honourable 
many : And give children (froward men) 7o be our 
Princes, and babes ( weak and impotent ones) ts rule 
aver us , 

And now let the Preſervers joyne with the preſer- 
ved, They who have laboured, with Thoſe who ear 
the fruit of their labours, in bleſſing and praifing the 
Name of God, by whom it is, That we are 1:2 dead, 
but alive, 'by vvhom it is that vve and our friendsare 
not only alive, but ( as David once complain'd about 


his enemies ( Pſal.38.19. ) lively and ftrong , or, (as 


| another tranſlation hath it) live and are-mighty, Let 


us all joyne in praiſing God, vvho hath given us 
hopes for the future , That we ſhall not die, but live, 
and hath given us this preſent opportunity , To ae- 
care the works which he hath —_ Theſe wonder {ull: 
© hes x h wor ks: 


1 appoint unto you a "Kingdom - Though we have not a 
Kingdome to appoint you , yet we. ought to wiſh 


PE — w; a 3 S-- w- : 


. A Thaukſeiving Sermon preached, &. . - 


works 1n keeping us alive: and lively , in. filling ugh - 
with good hope, that we ſhall live to declare mon 
and greater of his works then theſe. - Thar, as at.chig} 
- time it is, ſo likewiſe it ſhall yet 'be ſaid in ©; 
our Engliſh Iſracl, WH AT GOD (| 
HATH WROPGHT.. 
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/ 2-2 26, February, 1645. 
T is this day Ordered by the Þ 


Lords in Parliament, that this |. 
= give thanks to M* Inxs, | 


for his great pains taken inthe Ser! 


mon he Preached yeſterday in rhe- 
Abbey Church V, eftmin#ter, before | 
the Lords of Parlament, it being 


the day of the publike Faſt, And 


he 1s hereby deſired to Print and; 


publiſh the ſame : which 1snot to be 


Printed by any, but by authority, 


under his own hand. 


7, Brown, Cler,Parl, 


— » — ed 


[ Appoint Chrifopher Meredith to Print my Sena 


Willa Jenks. | 


